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21 April 1982

Lieutenant General Glen W. Martin
United States Air Force (Ret)

Dear General:

Thank you for the articles which you were kind
enough to forward to me. You have caught me on my
vay out of town but, I have turned them over to the
appropriate person here along with your letter.

I hope things work out in your favor.

I enjoyed very much being with you in San
Antonio and meeting you personally.

Sincerely yours,

Director, Office of External Affairs
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GLEN W. MARTIN

STAT
14 April 1982
STAT
Directar, txternal Affairs
{entral Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20503
bear STAT

It was a pleasure to meet you here when you gave us the
word. I must say that your point on the KGB being able to sue
the CIA was s grabber.

I'm enclosing a few of the columns I've writtee during the
past year that I thought might be of interest to you. (At the
same timz I hesitate to do so because I recall well, during my
thirteen years in Washington off and on, that they print it
faster than one can read it.)

I¥ you would be interested in running my column weeikly 1
would be glad ito meet the deadline,.

Kind regards.

Sincerely,

Gl ot ol i

Lt. General, USAF (Ret)
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Terror

In 1973, it was reported that
Moammar Khadafy, president
of Libya, had tried to buy an
atomic bomb — presumably
from China.

Fortunately, his offer was declined,
but that was not the end of his search.

: Just how Khadafy's efforts will turn
{ " out is not yet known — at Jeast by the

Free World.

In theory, such actions by a head of
state could be condoned under the
cloak of national sovereignty,
whether or not they were concurred
in by other nations. Considering
Libya’s avid support of global terror-
ism for about 10 years, however,
Khadafy's quest for nuclear weapons
brings sharp focus on the potential
impact of modern terrorism.

It has been scen that the cause of
terrorism includes a spectrum of mo-
tivations ranging from a desperate
effort for recognition to a fanatic
dedication to ideology. In brief, that
is why such actions are taken.

How terrorism is planned and su
ported, however, reflects a signifi-
cant change in the scope of that type

-

of warfare. Terrorism has become a
sub rosa form of organized aggres-
sion against the Free World. 1t is pre-
pared in many training camps
throughout the Communist world and
suppprted by wealthy nations. One
point to be emphasized is that terror-
sm is advancing hand in hand with
technology.

The question is: What can be done
to defend against it — or better yet,
defeat it?

It has become clear after many
years of outrage against humanity —
the shootings, bombings, hijackings

and hostage-capturings — that the,

circumstances of the crimes vary.
This fact points toward the need for'a

. national posture, as Professor Oscar

Rechtschaffen of St. Mary's Univer-
sity explains, of “flexibility but
firmness.”

The first requirement is for a
clear-cut center and channe! of con-
trol. As an example: For at least a
year after the Croatian dissidents'
notorious hijacking of an airliner in
1978, it was estimated that 175 agen-
cies and committees in the U.S. gov-

) 4
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IS causes
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ernment would be involved in case of
a nuclear terror incident.

Fewer groups, but still a great
many, would be involved in a major
act of terrorism without the nuclcar
aspect. This poses a complex prob-
lem of control, but it is not necessar-
iy unmanageable. Logical organiza-
tion, clear grocedures and frequent
exercise of the system are called for,

The next need is for a skilled,
trained force. police or military in
nature, to meet the varying condi.
tions of terrorism. The instigators
may be any of three types: The crim-
inal such as a bank robber who takes
hostages; the psychopath; or the fer-
vent revolutionary. An anti-terrorist
foree should be trained to cope with
all types.

Success in counterng terrorism.
and even more in preventing it is
heavily dependent upon active and
wide ranging intelligence collection,
Coupled with intelligence must be a
professional investigative activity.

It is here that some people believe
that there could be an impingement
on democracy and freedom. Al
though that apprehension may be
valid in some countries under some
cireumstances, if carried far cnough,
it could raise doubts about maintain-
ing any police force or military ser-
vice. ‘Most people recognize that it is
an obligation of the government lo
protect the public.

The fact is that a democracy can-
nat go so far with restrictions and re-
pressive measures as o sacrifice in-
dividual liberty. Accordingly. a free
society must rely on public debate
and the checks and baiances m ils
constitution or charter.

Because there are pract:cal limits
to which counter-terrorist measures
can be applied in an open society,
that is probably one reason that the
Free World is the preferye targe! in
terror warfare

dilemma

Two more resources should be ap
plied to the dcfesne against terror-
1M, One is the great advantage of re.
search and development. in the tech-
nological environment of a modern
industrial nation. The other is unified
support of the public — not only in the
United States but in the Free World.

Such public unity actually is fos-
tered by the wave of indignation
which follows each major terroristic
evenl. If those attitudes were mar-
shaled, they could provide the basis
for an organized effort against terror
ds a weapon.

Such aa effort should include 2
worldwide psvchological campaign
designed to disillusion and demoral-
ize the individual terrorist. It has
been demonstrated on many occa-
stons that terrorists defect when they
are convineed that their efforts are
futite in gaimag their objective

There are ather tactics, also
proven, which could be carried out
effectively if backed by a unified
popular effort. Leadership is called
for to direct and coordinate the solu-
tion
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errorism and

San Antonio EXPRESS-NEWS — Saturday, April 25, 1981

Every time there is a hijack-
ing or a political kidnapping or
murder, the nations of the
world reconsider terrorism.

The victimized governments won-
der if it will happen again. The others
wonder if it can happen to them. It
can and does at an increasing fre-
quency.

Beyond the relatively routine cap-
ture of hostages for the purpose of
ransom or escape, there are aiso
wanton acts of senseless violence.
These can occur as masacres in 2
jungle or as the  bizarre

‘ “kneecapging" in the streets of major

cities such as Rome.
_The basic questions which respon-
sible governments must ask are:

® Why do people carry out acts of
terrorism?

® How are such actions planned,
prepared and supported?

® What effective m&reventive or
counteraction can be taken?

The strategy of terrorism is to gain
power through fear. Destabilizing the
established auth(!))x:-‘?y is the objective.
The tactics are built around surprise

and boldness — to the point of reck-
less abandon, which can enhance the
surprise.

Claiming credit for an act of hei-
nous crime, and thereby achieving
recognition leads to one of the factors
in “why?"

Recognition is a key point. It at-
tracts attention, sometimes world-
wide, to a doctrine, a conflict, a
cause, O even a person.

Although there is a difference be-
tween the average terrorist and the
average assassin who is unaffiliated
and acts on his own, there are some
common denominators. One is the
rampant compulsion for recognition.

Without attempting to draw a psy-
chological profile of an irrational
killer — irrational, that is, by civilized
standards — it can be concluded that
there are several other motivations
which could be relevant in solving the
problem.

Some experts have dealt with these
characterstics at length. By way of
summary and to set the stage for a
possible solution, some of the major
motivations should be described
briefly.

Machismo is one. This is the fanatic

catacl
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excess of the “I can do anything"
“Look at me” attitude.

Revenge is another. Basically feu-
dal, this is “an eye for an eye” con-
cept outside the law. 3

Greed can't be overlooked as a fac-
tor of terrorism, on the part of the in-
dividual and also any supporting in-
stitution.

Dedication to an ideology is per-
haps the most impelling cause of ter-
rorism. The overthrow of an existing

overnment for reasons of real or
abricated persecution seems to be
the end which justifies the means.
The ensuing deprivation of the rights,
freedom and even the life of innocent
victims is a contradiction ignored by
the zealots.

Derangement is always a possibil-
ity whether caused by unbalanced

mentality or emotions. Sometimes
such conditions cvolve from drugs. In
the latter case, the derangement can
be of mass, mob or cult nature. It is
probably pertinent in human history
that the word “assassin” derives
from a sect of hashish users in the
Middle East about 900 years ago.
They methodically liquidated their
political enemies by murder.

Some of the foregoing reasons for
{errorism suggests, not only “why,"
but “how.” .

In any single case of well-publi-
cized group terrorism, argumenls
can be heard as to cause. The prob-
lem in El Salvador is a case in point.
Knowledgeable students of the sub-
ject differ in their views of the cause
of that terroristic activity. Some
state that it is entirely local and in-
ternal, stemming from many years of
government oppression.

Others document the case for a
Communist surrogate chain, in the
Salvadoran case, through Cuba, as
the root cause. It is significant that
U.S. government officials have stated
flatly that there is evidence to that
effect. :

In her recent book, “The Terror

ysm

Network,” Claire Sterling develops a
documented and persuasive case for
the deliberate establishment of a
training and supply system in spport
of planned terroristic action.

Her conclusion, in essence, is that
the Kremlin encourages and supplies
the global reach of terrorism and
that major training and operating ac-
tivities are supported principally by
Cubans, Libyans and the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

It seems to be the case that terror-
ism rarely achieves its objective by
itself, in spite of the agony it capses.
Eventually, the suffering public tends
to unify and launch counteraction
which demoralizes and diminishes
the terrorist effort, or ocecasionally
creates the environment for a esca-
lated military type of conflict.

Nevertheless, as randern weapons
such as hand-held missile launchers,
not to mention nuclear devices, be-
come more available, terrorism can
turn into a different ball game. It
would be prudent for the Free World
to analyze the “whys” and “hows” of
terrorism as the basis for a solution
before that happens.
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- U.S8. has fuel for 5

San Antonio EXPRESS-NEWS — Soturday, September 26, 1981

In these days of outrageous
gn’ces for oil and gas and of
0ycotting  petroleum - ship-

- ments to the United States —

either experienced or-threat-

ened — a vast and secure
source of energy sounds uto-
pian.

It’s true, nevertheless, and consists
of uraniur-238, already stored’ at

- three government sites in the United

States. That nuclear fuel, if con-

i|* verted to use in breeder reactor

power plants, could produce all of the
encrated electricity needs of the
%J;uled States as projected for 500
years. To date, the breeder reactor is
only experimental in the United
States, - All ogeratlng U.S. power
lants are of the light water reactor
YPe which is less efiicient than the
breeder type. .

Such an energy source could be vi-
tal to the United States in view of the
turmoll and vulnerability of the Mid-
dle East and its key oil resources,

Nuclear power has become a-

highly controversial subject over a
period of some years. During that pe-
nod, France, Britain, West ermany,
Japag and the Soviet Union have
moved ahead of the United States in

. reactor. :
The same technology was demon-
strated first in the United States in

nuclear technology as applied to con-
sumer power production by breeder

1952. Since then, commercial devel-
opment has been prevented giy politt-
cal sensitivity to two principal objec-
tions to nucléar power voiced by var.
ious minorit groups and reflected as
understandable doubts by some indi-.
vidual citizens.

-The first objection was based on’
the question of . safety. of nuclear
power and the second on di
radioactive waste, A third o
has related to the possible transfor-
mation of nuclear plant products to
weapons manufacture and thus, nu.

..clear weapon proliferation. That, .

however, has. been’ largely a govern.
ment concern,

It is interesting to review the facts
relating to each of the two main com-
plaints. s

On the question of safety, there s
ample data for study, particularly
since the accident at the Three Mile
Island plant in Pennsylvania. Without
getling into a welter of technical
analysls, it can be sald that the T™I
accident resulted from a combina
tion of equipment failure and human
error.

' Glen W.
Hatin

There were no {atalities and there
is no reason, according to the nuclear .

exgleﬁ.s, to expect any fllness from
radiation, That is in sharp contrast to
the usual result when a major acel-
dent strikes a large component of the
oil, gas or coal industries, Almost al-
ways there are fatalities, sometimes
many. .

The maln reason for the difference
in those types of accidents and the
nuclear power related accident is the
absence of an explosion or other sud-
den disaster 1n the latter. A reactor
cannot explode like a bomb. Any ac-
cident about to happen - would “give
warning and allow time for correc.
tive action or evacuation and the re.
sults of the accident would be lar; ely
self-contained in the power plant,
That was the case at Three Mile Is-
land.

radiation, the
controversy has warped the perspec-
tive of potential hazard. 45 an exam-
ple, living within 50 miles of a nuclear
plant would €xpose a person to one
unit (called a millirem), or less, of
radiation in a year.

By contrast, based on innumerable
studies by many scientists, engineers
and doctors, the average exposure of
a human being in one year is well
over 100 units from natural back.
ground on earth. That includes radia.
tion exposure from food, air, the
ground, ‘building materials and cos-
mic rays. Beyond natura] radiation
?homtel addedxmammade radiation
rom television, X-ray dia mosis, hi
altitude flight and other g:ch acu'\%x‘"f
ties. That total would add more than
60 units.

It can be seen, then, that daily liv.
Ing imposes on everyone at least 160
units of radiation per year, or more
depending on where one Lives. Alter
the TMI accident, the maximum one-
time exposure to any individual
would have been 70 units.

Overall, one published comparison
Shows that the risk of death from be-
ing 30 percent overweight is 65,000
umes higher than trom nuctear
power plant radiation.
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On the question of ine nuclear
waste problem, it turns out {o be rela-.
tively minor in comparison with the
wasle problems in most other pes
of power plants,

This is not to say that there are no
dangers involved. No responsible sci-
entlst has claimed that nuclear
power is 100 percent safe — there's
no free lunch.

The waste from
clear Fower plant, however, would
fill only two filing cabinct drawers

T year with highlevel residue,

hat “ product can be processed
safely, packaged securely for indefi.
nite ~duration, and buried under-
ground at depths and locations out of
contamination reach of ground wa-
ter.

1t appears that the ma ority view
0n nuclear power may coming
from the Soviet Union. The Soviet
Union controls a roximately 30 per-
cent of the worY 's oil reserves, 40
pereent of the natural gas and 50 per-
cenl of the coal. In spile of those im-
grc&;h*c — and stralegic - reserves,
owever, the Soviets have seen fit to
build enough nuclear power ca acity
already to furnish 20 percent of their
electric power generation.

the average nu-
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nigma in

1t is not well-known that
the United States and Nicara-
gua signed a treaty in 1914
which lasted nearly 60 years.
1t is an interesting agréement be-
cause the United States was given
the right to build a canal across Nie.
aragua connecting the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans. Also granted to the
United States, too protect the Pan-
ama Canal, which was opened in 1814,
were two 93-year leases for the Corn
Islands off Nicaragua’s east coast
and for a naval base in the Gulf of
Fonseca on Nicaragua's west coast.
1n spite of those past relationships
built on mutual interests and cooper-
ation, the situation in Nicaragua Is
much different today; and that fact is
quite well-known. Nicaragua has be-
come the only continental spring-
board for communism in the Western
Ilcmlsghem. President James Mon-
roe, of doctrine fame, is probably
restless in his grave. .
With Soviet weapons, Includin
tanks and probably planes, shippe
through Cuba, Nicaragua has the
jargest military force in Central
America. The presence of Libyan and
Palestinian, as well as Cuban and So-
viet, military personnel, has been re.
porfed. Yasser Arafat has announced

the presence of Palestine Liberation {

Organization military people in both
Nicaragua and El Salvador.

A similar trend is emerﬁing in El
Salvador. In 1822 E! Satvador sent a
representative to Washington to re-

uest statehood in-the United States,
hat was done under the pressure of

an invasion by an element of the §

Mexican army. El Salvador, how-
ever, wanted independence and free-
dom.

El dor today Is bel ed
by leftist querrillas supported by, and
through, Nicaragua.

Today's situation ilustrates two
[:rnhlems which have plagued Cen-

ral American nations for several
hundred years. One is the repeated
threat posed by a neighboring coun-
try’s arms or subversion. The other is
the seemingly hopeless poverty of
the peon.

As a result, the world was seen a
serles of armed clashes, revolutions
and coups throughout the reglon.

The difficulty, ¢ many cases, has
been that the Ieader of the aggression
has been a frecbooter rather than a
dedicated patriot. It is hard to come
by a George Washington or a Simon
Bolivar, .

In the United States, there is a cre-
scendoing debate on assistance to El

Central

Glen W.
Martin

Salvador. This is caused in part by a
congressional actlon last year which
requires the president to certify that
El Salvador is doing good with hu-
man rights before it can receive U.S.
military assistance.

As long as that is the law, It must
be followed.

A case can be made, however, that
itisa lault¥ restriction which should
be altered. It ignores the fact that, in
cvcr{ case, the imposition of com-
munism on any people in the world
has resulted in less individual {ree-
dom and civil liberty. Beyond that,
communism has been enforced cus-
tomarily by violence to the point of
exiling, jalling and killing people by
the thousands.

That can be seen today, not only in
Poland, Afghanistan and Southeast
Asla, but Tn Nicaragua, which Is
pretty close to home. What is the
sense of withholding the ald needed

10 prevent an incvitable degradation
of human rights by a Communist
takeover? .
Soviet objectives in Central Amer-
ica are probably: One, to establish a
Soviet-controlled base for further
Communist expansion on the cont-
nent; two, to gain control over stra-
tegic resources and, in turn, isolate
the United States from such re-
sources (the same process is evident
in Africa and the Middle East);
three, by constructing a Soviet
launch pad for communism in the
Western Hemis&here. to provide a
“fgint faucet” which can be turned on
to attract the world's attention at the
onset of Soviet devilment elsewhere.
On the plus side, the Organizatlon
of American States was formed and
the Alliance for Progress prociaimed
many years ago. These were deliber-
ate steps toward unity and common
progress.
In the charter of the OAS, Article 25
rovides for concerted actlon in case
fhe “territorial integrity, sovereignty,
or political independence of any
American state is affected....” That
principle has since been reaffirmed
with specific reference to interven-
tion by international communism.
There 15, therefore, a long-standing
basis for action against the leftist

America

militants 10 Central America If
American states decide to take ac-
tion.

1t would seem that the main thrust
of U.S. efforts should be, first, to con-
tinue the emg;&]ency actlons to pre-
vent the guerrilla fire from burnin
down the Salvadoran houst; second,
{o unite efforts of those OAS member
nations which choose to participate
in coordinated action "— political,
economic and military — to block the
shipment of military equipment to
the guerrillas (the U'S. naval base at
Fonseca Gulf, contemplated long
ago, would come in handy lndayl;
three, to generate 2 ma)or economic
developmert program for El Salva-
dor which could be extended to other
Central American nations.

Private enlen;risc nlreadz has
proved to be elfective in Central
America and the OAS Inter-Ameri-
can Bank, after some_delay, has
come forth with Ioans to E! Salvador.

The World Bank Group can do
more than it has done. Recently, for
example, the World Bank announced
an Interest-free, 50-ycar loan of $37
mitlion to North Yemen to improve
city living and education. These im-
Eruvcmvnls would be welcome in El

/. - aps Cv it.
alvador (‘)qg{,hm'; cven lnnDelro t

Glea W. Marll

'
'
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In 19th century lterature,
Baron Frankenstein created
an amoral and uncontrollable
monster of great-strength and
destructive force.

During the past 10 years, Libya's
Col. Moammar Khadafy has put to-
gether a neo-monster — the terror-
ist.

Terrorists . were not invented by
Khadafy. They go back far in re-
corded history. Since the word “as-
sassin” was coined about nine centu-
ries ago in the Middle East, the peo-
ple of the world have been abused re-
peatedly by a variety of outlaws. The
term “thug” came from bands of
stranglers who robbed and murdered
in India as far back as the 13th cen-
tury.
In more modern times, a growing
assortment of gangs and self-styled
armies-for-a-cause, some national
and others international, have deficd
authority with disruptive and sense-
less acts of violence against innocent
human beings. .

Without question, not all of today's
acts of terrorism can be laid at Kha-
dafy's doorstep. The documentation,
however, of his substantial participa-

tion in training and supporting inter-
national terrorists, is extensive and
persuasive. In addition to Libya,
Syria and Cuba — and of course the
Soviet Union — have been tied to that
odious activity as well.

As a result, the world has a new
problem. It is not new in terms of its
nature, but rather, new as a sizable,
organized and centrally supported
capacity for lawless force. Terrorism
is no longer limited to a drug-stoned
assassin or a small band of thugs
wandering in remote areas of one
country, .

Experts in the field have been
quoted as saying that terrorism Is re-
placing conventional war in some in-
stances. This is a credible conclusion
in light of various threats made by
radical leaders from time to time.

Even more moderate leaders have
acknowledged the potential of un-
conventional warfare as a govern-
ment-supported defensive technique.
President Gaafar Nimeiri of Sudan
announced recently that he was
contemplating the training and de-
ployment of commandos  not only
against the Libyan threat but Kha-
dafy personally.

The threat to Sudan, inciuding re-

h&&ﬁ}f
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ported Libyan air attacks aganst
several Sudanese towns near the

‘Libyan border, brings into focus
the dangerous volatility of the .

again
Middle East. With each major event,
the situation deteriorates.

‘There is no bastion of strength and
stability in the area although there
are some building blocks — five to be
exact. .

The most prominent possibility of
longest standing is NATO, and specif-
ically its southern region consisting
of Italy, Greece and Turkey plus a

- US. presence. Since its organization

30 years agn, however, the regon’s
strength has weakened. The French
don’t contribute any longer. British
participation diminished with the
independence of Malta. The Greeks
and Turks came to swords’ points
over the Cyprus controversy. Sepa-

’s monster

{San Antanio EXPRESS-NEWS — Saturday, October 31, 1981

rately, Greece and Turkey have de-
veloped severe internal problems —
the rise of the leftist influence in
Greece and the wave of terrorism in
Turkey. o

The good news is that Spain's join-
ing NATO looks promising at long
last. This is a 'mark of progress ra.
ther than erosion. Spain is a rela-
tively strong and independent nation
with ties to Arab states, although not
without terroristic problems of its
own.

Second, Turkey has been a strong
point of freedom since World War IL
The Soviet Communist threat was
g‘érceived carly in Turkey, largely

cause of the integrity and perspi-
cacity of then President Ismet Inonu.
After NATO’s first blush, however,
the steadfastness of the alliance

- lriumph of the late

. continuing feud with India, which is

faded. That was due in part to the |

zealous, but misguided, application of
checks and balances by the U.S. Con-
gress to foreign aid for Turkey,

Third, as a stabilizing factor in the
Middle East, is the moderate bloc of
Arab nations. For example, the re-
cord of Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Mo-
rocco, among others, is heartening.
Although they have not come down

hard against terrorism or in favor of
a free Israel, they have maintained a
civilized -attitude toward the world's
problems of energy and peace.

Fourth, as a building block, is the
resident of
Lgypt, Anwar Sadat. The Egyptian-
Istacli rapprochement, which he ini-
tiated, has inspired the world — bar-
ring some fanatics — to hope for a
peaceful solution in the Middie East.

Finally, Pakistan, although with its
own dissident problems, may become
a constructive element in the solution
of the Middle East problem. The big
plus is Pakistan’s recognition of the
implications of the Soviet aggression
in Afghanistan. The minus is the

{ar from being Pakistan’s fault, but is
a factor in blocking progress toward
Middle East peace.

Cementing the building blocks for
stability is the big job ahead. It ap-
pears that a new policy of contain-
ment, or preferably the defeat, of
terrorism, which is the current
manifestation of communism, is in
order for the {ree nations of the
world.

(C) 1981, Glen W, Marhin

/
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The president's vast pro-

! gram for modernizing
strategic forces will be in the
news for some time to come.

That will be good because an acuve
debate should result. The mawg‘.c

sture of the United States is the

o. 1 issue of national security. Itis
an issue which the people should
judﬁ‘e after considering the facts.

at was the purpose of the recent

Defense Department publication on
Soviet military strength — to make
pertinent facts public. That is a re-
markable document even though it
has been - criticized as bro-
churemanship ¢ in anti-defense
circles and by the Soviet press. This
is the first time that the hard evi-
donce of satellite photugraphy has
boen used as the basis {or an all-en-
compassing. declassihed record of
Soviet milttary strength and build-

up.

pPresidcnl Reagan and Secretary of
Defense Caspar Weinberger have ar-
ticulated the {irst comprehensive
U.S. program for deterrence of the
Sovlets since the '50s — after aa un-
pelievable 20 years of neglect and
ostrichlike reaction by the U.S. gov-
L erument to a growing danger.

] @ﬁ%

an’s sirateg

San Antonio EXPRESS-NEWS — Sc?urid‘axLOcioburr_Qé,_Bﬂ

In explaining and justifying Rea-
an’s program, Weinber er's logic
has been impeccable. Unfortunately,
logic is not always the halimark of
decisions and actions taken in Wash-
ington; major controversies over the
Eog;am were precipitated before

e ik was dry on the proposal.

1t's worth examln‘m% the contro-
versial points in the live-year $180
billion strategic modernization pro-

gram.

First is the well-publicized MX, or
Missile Experimental, which is the
glo am to update the intercontinen-

istic missile force. That pro-
gram has been subjected to much
study and review. .

The studies have included
consideration of putting the missile
on roads, railroads, aircraft, ships,
barges, submarines, and other sub-
mersibles as well as in trenches, tun-
nels, holes and shallow water. As
might be expected, there are many
advantages and disadvantages cen-
tering for the most part on accuracy,
survivability and cost.

In spite of all of the analysis, there
are still some unknowns. One Is the
ggemon of accuracy of both U.S. and

viet missiles under different condi-
tions. The degree of accuracy has a

direct effect on survivability and also
on numbers of warheads needed to

destro a%gnurget
n that light, it seems to be a good

idea to try out several modes of MX
deployment, as Weinberger ‘Eroposex
1t Is reasonable to assume that utiliz-
mixsome portion of the 450 Titan and
Minuteman silos, which are large

‘enough to hold the MX, would pro-

vide the earliest start in modernizing
the ICBM force — a significant point
in view of the Soviet advartage in
ICBM strength.

g other MX deployment
methods would also have advantages.
For example, the continuation of the
airborne test program — preliminary
tests were conducted successfully in
1974 — could contribute 10
diversification, or redundancy, which
complicates the enerny’s problem.
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The next part of Reagan's strategic
program to stir early controversy 1s
the B-l bomber to replace the 20

int is the nced 1o sus-
tain a credible Triad of strategic for-
ccs — the ICBM, the SLBM, or sea-
launched ballistic, and the bomber.
Credibility demands adequate mod-
ernization. Otherwise, doubts can be
raised in the minds of both friend and
enemy as to the real combat strength
of each element of the force.

Some of the skeptics of the B-1 are
not anti-defense people but rather
those who favor walting for the so-
called Stealth bomber development
because they think the B-1 may be
obsolescent when it becomcs opera-
tional.

The clear answer to that concerT Is
that cvery weapon system in the
world is obsolescent to some degree
upon becoming operational — pro-
vided that research and development
keep moving ahead. Any ohsoles-
cence of the B-l would be far less
than that of the B-52 today. Mean-
while, the “window of vulnerability”
inches open further.

It makes sense to develnp future
bombers, Stealth included, but 1
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wowd be foily to skip the B-l. That
lesson should have been learned as =
result of losing years of modernizing
the strategic forces bucause the B-1
program was stoppad by the Certer
Sdministration. The bomber is the
only battle proven weapon of the
triad and it should be kept in fine
tune.

The other main features of the
president’s strategic oprogram in-
clude the development cf the next
generation of SLBM's — larger and
more accurate — for the Trident
submarine. Also included are an ap-
parent increase in numbers of cruise
missiles, an updating of aerospace
defenses and an expansion of the
neardormant civil defenses. Some
or all of these proposals will doubt.
less be subject to crilicism sooner of
Jater. Each deserves serious exami-
nation by the public in the ight of the
facts concerning the Soviet threat.

All of those proposais display the
grc:;dcn('s 1esotve to reputld a credi-

ic deterrent posture. [t can't be done
overnight and It will be costly, but the
official commitment to a substanual
budget in support of strategic forces
is, in itself, an element of determina-

tion and deterrence.
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